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Dear Parish Family,
It’s hard to believe that summer is upon us, and we’re coming up on 
the midway point of the year! For those of you who are traveling in the 
summer months, I wish you all safe and happy travels! 

The Psalm at Mass
The first thing I’d like to do in this letter is to let you all know that 
we’ll be trying something new for Ordinary Time this year for the 
Psalm at Mass. That is, I’d like us to try using the Psalter of the 1979 
Book of Common Prayer at Mass instead of the Psalter of the 1928 
Prayer Book. I’d like to try this for a few reasons. 
First, the 1979 Psalter tends to be not only easier to say, but also easier 
to sing. This is important because the congregation will be singing 
the Psalm at Solemn High Mass throughout Ordinary Time. The 
congregation will continue to say the Psalm in unison at the Low Mass. 
Should we introduce a recurring Evensong service in the future (as I 
hope to do), the 1979 Psalter will be significantly easier to use. I would 
add, too, that even for someone like me who grew up with the King 
James Bible and prefers traditional language, the language of the 1928 
Psalter can be a challenge to navigate sometimes. The 1979 Psalter 
will allow for smoother and easier reading and singing because the 
language is dignified, yet carefully crafted to have a smooth cadence. 
The 1979 Psalter is also easier to use in terms of planning liturgies, 
because it lines up properly with the lectionary, and we also have 
lots of ready-made resources at our disposal for setting the Psalm to 
music. As of now, there are slight differences in the numbering of 
verses between the 1979 and 1928 Psalters, which means that there 
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are sometimes discrepancies between the Psalter which we presently 
use and the lectionary. On a related note, the resources which were 
put together over the years from previous organists and choirmasters 
can be difficult to navigate at times for the staff as well. If we adopt 
the 1979 Psalter, however, then we will gain access to some excellent 
resources for setting the Psalms to music.
Overall, the language will be a little different, a little easier to use, and 
more similar to the way we speak today (though still dignified), but 
much of what we will do for the Psalm at Mass will be the same. So, 
let’s give the 1979 Psalter a shot during this season of Ordinary Time. 
We’ll start the Sunday after Corpus Christi. And please do let me 
know what you think after it comes into use for a little while. 

June: The Month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
As we move into the month of June, I wanted share some thoughts 
on the importance of this month in terms of our common spiritual 
life not only in the parish, but in our community and our nation as 
well. I’m sure most of us are familiar with the fact that the world has 
appropriated this month to celebrate so-called “Pride Month.” This 
is a sorrowful reality in our culture, in which every major institution 
including media, entertainment, education, and corporate America 
celebrates and promotes a way of living that God does not and can 
never bless. 
Not that those who struggle with issues of same-sex attraction 
or confusion over gender identity are necessarily bad people as 
individuals. We all have our own sins and passions which we must 
fight and overcome, and these groups of people have particular crosses 
which are often very difficult to bear. We must always remember that 
those groups whose identities revolve around gender and sexuality are 
lost and hurting people who need healing and redemption just like 
the rest of us. They should be treated with love and we should also 
love these people enough to tell them that Christ saw fit to shed His 
Precious Blood on the Cross for them, too, so that they might no 
longer be held captive to these harmful passions and have instead have 
everlasting life in Christ. 
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At the same time, we as Christians should not stand idly by while the 
institutions of our society promote harmful lifestyles and confused 
identities. Our proper identity as individuals, no matter who we are, is 
that we are people who have been lovingly made in God’s image, which 
carries unfathomable dignity. Since God is the source and center of 
our identity and our proper and final end as individuals, our society 
ought to be an overtly Christian one. Our country was settled and 
founded by Christians to be a Christian land. This is our heritage and 
identity as Americans, and we should never give it up. While we can 
and should politely but firmly lobby our secular institutions to return 
to an overtly Christian identity, what we see in the month of June is 
ultimately a manifestation of spiritual warfare. This is the real arena. 
Since the 17th century, Catholics in the West have celebrated the Feast 
of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. It is celebrated the second Friday 
after Trinity Sunday. This year, it will be celebrated on June 12th. 
The Sacred Heart of Jesus is a symbol of Christ’s great love (charity), 
humility, meekness, and obedience to His Father. It is also a way of 
honoring God for the mystery of the Incarnation. It just so happens 
that these virtues which are celebrated in the Feast of the Sacred Heart 
run contrary to the vice of pride. So, Catholics today devote the entire 
month of June to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. I invite you to join 
us for Mass on June 12th for this beautiful feast, and consider offering 
this prayer each day during the month of June:
“O Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, fountain of every blessing, I adore you, 
I love you, and with lively sorrow for my sins I offer you this poor heart 
of mine. Make me humble, patient, pure and wholly obedient to your 
will. Grant, good Jesus, that I may live in you and for you. Protect me 
in the midst of danger. Comfort me in my afflictions. Give me health 
of body, assistance in my temporal needs, your blessing on all that I do, 
and the grace of a holy death. Amen.” 
May God bless you all abundantly, and may Our Lady, Mary, and our 
Patron, Matthias, pray for us. 

Yours in Christ,
Fr Province
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St Matthias’ Church
Anglican

In the Diocese of Fort Worth, the Province of South America, The Anglican Communion

The Anglican Church in North America (ACNA)
3460 Forest Lane, Dallas, Texas 75234

Phone: 214.358.2585
Email: office@stmatthias-dallas.org  Web Page: www.stmatthias-dallas.org

Archbishop & Primate of the Province of South America	 The Most Rev’d Brian Williams
Archbishop ACNA 	                                                                   The Most Rev’d Stephen Wood
Bishop of Fort Worth	 The Rt Rev’d Ryan S. Reed, SSC
Bishop Assistant of Fort Worth	 The Rt Rev’d Keith L. Ackerman, SSC
Rector	 The Rev’d Father Travis A. Province, SSC
Rector Emeritus	 The Rev’d Canon Dwight D. Duncan, SSC
Assisting Priest	 The Rev’d Father H. Ivor Kraft, SSC
Assisting Priest 			                     	 The Rev’d Canon Ronald L. McCrary, SSC
Parish Administrator 	 Mrs Heather Lopez
Parish Musician	 Mr J. Richard Abrahamson
Choral Scholars	 Ms Lisa Wells, Mr Erick Reich

Daily Liturgy Schedule

Monday & Friday:
     	     8:15am - Matins & Mass
Tuesday & Thursday:
     	     6:45am - Matins & Mass

Wednesday: 8:30am - Matins | Noon - Mass
Saturday:   9:00am - Matins & Mass

  Noon to 12:30pm - Confessions




