
Richard Abrahamson was appointed Parish Musician in 2019.  Prior to 
coming to St. Matthias, he served as a music director and organist in the 
United Church of Christ (UCC) for 35 years, working in the local church, 
association, conference, and national levels.  He was a founding member of 
both the UCC Musicians Association and the UCC Musician’s Network. 

Beginning in 1978, for 45 years, Richard was on the teaching staff of the 
Dance Division at Southern Methodist University’s Meadows School of the 
Arts, where he created courses in Musical Concepts, Choreography, and 
Dance Production, and assisted in Dance Pedagogy classes. 

As a dance music specialist, Richard has worked internationally, playing for 
ballet, modern dance, and musical theater classes.  He was a faculty 
member of the Joffrey Ballet’s summer intensive program in San Antonio 
from 1986 until 2016.  He also was music director from 1990 – 1993 for the 
inaugural Performance Art program at the oldest performing and creative 
arts summer program in the United States, the Perry-Mansfield School and 
Camp, in Steamboat Springs, Colorado.  Richard is still active as a dance 
pianist, playing for dance festivals and workshops across the nation. 

Richard has also worked as a music director in musical theater.  His local 
credits include Stage # 1; Dallas Children’s Theater; The Callier Theater of 
the Deaf; Dallas Summer Musicals; and SMU Theater.  In 1987 and 1988, 
Richard was a music director for Peace Child, an international youth cultural 
exchange program, with which he extensively toured the former Soviet Union 
under the auspices of the US State Department and the Soviet Ministry of 
Culture. 

Born in Amarillo, Texas, Richard received his professional training at the 
Oberlin College Conservatory of Music; Texas Christian University; and The 
Juilliard School. 


